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 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

On Tue, Apr 16, 2024 at 1:01 PM Brian DeBolt <brian.debolt@wyo.gov> wrote:
Ben,
see attached

On Tue, Apr 16, 2024 at 10:02 AM Brian DeBolt <brian.debolt@wyo.gov> wrote:
Ben,
I know you have been getting a lot of questions about the Department's press release on 4-
15.  The perception is that the WGFD pushed for removal of this bear primarily because of
its location and that 1 injured cow isn't much of a justification.
I wanted to reiterate the facts and circumstances surrounding the justification, including
the lack of adequate relocation sites, the very high potential for continued damage in the
area composed entirely of private land used for livestock production, the fact that the
young male bear is not a significant contributor to the health and productivity of the GYE
grizzly bear population, and strong circumstantial evidence that this bear is a chronic
livestock killer because there are missing domestic calves in the area and the multiple
documented cattle depredations consistent with grizzly bear in the southern Bighorn
mountains nearby last fall.
The primary reason for removal of this particular bear was not because of the location of
the conflict, or simply the location of the grizzly bear.  Last year, we documented the
presence of a grizzly bear (probably this particular bear) nearby on two separate occasions,
but did not initiate any control action because there was no documented conflict. Once the
bear was implicated in significant damage, capture operations were initiated and
ultimately resulted in the removal of the bear. This situation was evaluated based upon the
specific facts and circumstances just as each grizzly bear management action has been
handled for decades. Our management strategy in this case was handled routinely as all of
our conflict investigations are, the uniqueness was only because it was in an
unprecedented location.
The USFWS and the WGFD have a great relationship, and communication
surrounding each management action is professional and expedient.  I am reluctant to
deviate from our current protocol because one press release was taken out of context.
Thanks and let me know if you have any questions,
Brian
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Grizz Located 5-12-2023:  Grizzly observed by the public, confirmed tracks by WGFD personnel.



Grizzly Documented 7-4-2023:  Grizzly photographed by public, confirmed by WGFD personnel.



Cattle Depredations 8-2023:  Multiple domestic calves killed by unknown species bear.  Due to large 

			size of calves and nature of kills, the likelihood of grizzly bear depredation is high.



Grizzly 4-15-2024: Location of confirmed grizzly bear depredation of adult cow along with at least 2 other missing 

		calves.  One calf location was only a blood spot with grizzly bear tracks at the scene.
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-- 
Brian DeBolt
Wyoming Game and Fish Department
Large Carnivore Conflict Coordinator
260 Buena Vista
Lander, WY 82520
307-335-2625 (office)
307-330-6977 (mobile)
e-mail address: Brian.DeBolt@wyo.gov

-- 
Brian DeBolt
Wyoming Game and Fish Department
Large Carnivore Conflict Coordinator
260 Buena Vista
Lander, WY 82520
307-335-2625 (office)
307-330-6977 (mobile)
e-mail address: Brian.DeBolt@wyo.gov

-- 
Brian DeBolt
Wyoming Game and Fish Department
Large Carnivore Conflict Coordinator
260 Buena Vista
Lander, WY 82520
307-335-2625 (office)
307-330-6977 (mobile)
e-mail address: Brian.DeBolt@wyo.gov

E-Mail to and from me, in connection with the transaction 
of public business, is subject to the Wyoming Public Records 
Act and may be disclosed to third parties.

mailto:Brian.DeBolt@wyo.gov
mailto:Brian.DeBolt@wyo.gov
mailto:Brian.DeBolt@wyo.gov

